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The Price County  Historical  Society is   

undertaking a major photographic archival 

project.  Over the years  the society has 

acquired thousands of historical photo-

graphs  from individuals, families and 

businesses. Some have been in the form 

of large  collections and others single pho-

tographs. Some photographs are on dis-

play at the Old Town Hall and Greenfield 

School Museums and others are stored in 

our photographic archives located at BW 

Papersystems. Several  board members 

have been meeting weekly to sort, record, 

catalog, copy and scan these photos into 

our past-perfect software system.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the project progresses it is the long 

term goal of the society to be able to   

have a searchable data base to enable 

researchers and the general public to  

view a version of these photographs 

online. In   order to accomplish  this, 

board members are taking great pains    

to identify and gather as much informa-

tion on the photographs as possible.  

Once completed,   photographs can be  

retrieved by using many different search-

ing parameters, such as subject matter,    

photographer, location within the county, 

businesses, family name, etc.  

Photograph received from Milwaukee County Historical 

Society. Date taken unknown at this time. Believed to 

be prior to 1950’s as no TV antennas! 

This Price County Courthouse was built after the 

Phillips Fire of 1894 destroyed the old Courthouse. 

The Courthouse  was razed  when the  present 

Courthouse was built in 1962 on this location.  



The society currently has many photo-

graphs that we have  been unable to 

identify. To help us in that endeavor we 

are planning on having copies of many of 

these photographs available throughout 

the  summer  at the  Old Town  Hall    

Museum. We are hoping that individuals 

and families visiting the museum will be 

able to  help identify  some of  them. 

Photograph images include scenery, 

towns, businesses, resorts, family, 

events, schools, logging, farming, gov-

ernment and many other categories.  

The photographs range from the early 

days of Price County all the way through 

the 1980’s.  Once identified, that infor-

mation  will be added to the software 

system and will serve to greatly enhance 

our collection.  

Identification requires much research to 

uncover  key  pieces of puzzles that are 

painstakingly put together to reach a 

conclusion. We are fortunate that we 

have historical reference materials and 

associations from many areas in Price 

County, which helps tremendously in 

matching photographs to a certain time, 

place or person. This enables the gather-

ing of additional pertinent information 

that can be included within the data 

base along with the scanned photo-

graph. We are also fortunate that many 

professional photographers, families  

and businesses captured as much of  

the pictorial history of the area as they 

did and that they generously donated 

these photographs to us. 

This is truly another way to preserve the 

history of our county for future genera-

tions and we are excited about the pros-

pect of having the community accom-

pany us on this mission. 

Four span of horses pull this steel mounted road grader at the turn of the 20th century in the 

Happy Hollow area (near present Highway 8 and 111) in southern Price County, Wisconsin.  

Scenes similar to this were common throughout rural areas where towns kept dirt and gravel 

roads as accessible as possible.  Some towns had access to steam powered traction engines, 

and upon the perfection of the gasoline-powered internal-combustion caterpillar tractor by the 

World War 1 era, the use of horses for such work rapidly diminished. 



the photograph. We don’t know 

if the photograph was taken in  

1973 or if it was a library  in 

1973. However, using this infor-

mation there may be historical 

resources  about Ogema to con-

sult; or there is propably some-

one in Ogema that still remem-

bers the history of this building 

and  can fill in  the blanks. In 

the  future  an individual  or   

researcher could find this photo-

graph by searching  our data 

base by  such parameters as 

filling stations, libraries, family 

name or even year. 

Thirteen Mile House on tote road to Pike Lake Chain east of Fifield, Price County,  Wiscon-

sin, ca 1920s.  This structure was in use in the late 1870s through the early 1900s for  

loggers, travelers, and hunters. 

This handwritten caption tells us a lot of information on this photograph and gives us a 

good start on finding out even more of the history. We know that at one time this was a fill-

ing station owned or operated by Gordon Donaldson. We know that it was located in Ogema 

and that it eventually was used as a library named The Book Shelf. We also have a date on  



 

Without the identification informa-

tion on the back of this photograph 

we would only have an interesting 

photograph of three men, one look-

ing to be in uniform possibly hold-

ing a glass or jar of water along 

with  a pipe that  looks to have    

water coming out of it. You can also 

see barrels and pipes in the picture 

and what looks to be a puddle of 

water on the ground. Because we 

have the information that these  

individuals were from Park Falls  and know what their names and occupations 

were, we were able to reference “100 Years on the Flambeau” and find out 

the following: Frank Haasl was the Assessor from 1921-1940; Ed Coe was the 

Editor of the Park Falls Herald from 1930-1936 and James MacDonald was 

Chief of Police from 1925-1939. This more than likely dates this photograph 

to the 1930’s as these are the years in common with Ed Coe. It also dates it  

to the  Great Depression.  Further reading from  “100 years on the Flambeau” 

indicates that “many public works projects were completed in the city due to 

the New Deal Programs of the Roosevelt administration after 1933. Water pro-

jects included extension of water and sewer lines, extension of the water main 

down Fourth Avenue South in the summer of 1933, new wells at a site near 

the golf course in 1936 and the erection of a water reservoir in Lymantown.” 

At this time we don’t know the exact location of this photograph or the project, 

or even who took the photograph. However through the basic valuable infor-

mation contained on the back of this photograph and “100 Years on the Flam-

beau” we were able to give much more historical value to this photograph. 

       “There are no rules for good photographs, there are only good                        

photographs.”          Ansel Adams 



Editors Note: Some of you reading this article may be the official or unofficial 

historian for your family. I urge you to take some time and label the photo-

graphs you have. as best you can. You may be the last generation that can 

identify some of your family  members. If this isn’t done, whole generations 

will fade into history and become  nameless images on photographic paper.    

I personally wish I  had taken more time to sit down with my parents and 

grandparents to do this. I have some done, but not as much as I would like 

and now it is heartbreaking to  know that I have pictures of relatives  and loca-

tions from  generations past that I can’t identify. You may think that your chil-

dren or grandchildren aren’t interested and they may not be now, but they will 

be someday. Eventually  everyone wants some connection  to knowing  where 

they came from. We have long winters here in northern Wisconsin and what   

a perfect time to start a project such as this.  

This photograph of Harry  D. Frokjer was part  of a large  collection of photo-

graphs (over 5,000) given to us by The Park Falls Herald. We are not sure 

when  this was taken,  as he looks quite young  in this photograph, but  does  

indicate that he was connected to Somerset,  Wisconsin and that he was the 

Principal  at  the high school in Park Falls. In fact, Mr. Frokjer was the Principal 

at Lincoln High School in Park Falls. He then  became Superintendent of the 

Park Falls School District in 1971. The Harry D. Frokjer auditorium at the pre-

sent high school is named in his honor. Mr.  Frokjer’s wife  Betteanne (Betty) 

Frokjer taught Physical Education and started the gymnastics program in the 

1960’s. This information was taken from “100 years on the Flameau.” (Please 

note that when photographs are scanned into 

the  data base,  both front and  backs             

are  scanned  to  preserve  important  historical 

information).     



Bicycles and Country Roads by: Laurie 

Pilch 

Thanks  to my  husband, we have 

many walking trails around our house. 

The other day  as I was  walking  and 

listening to music John Denver’s song 

“ Take Me Home, Country Roads”      

filtered through my headphones and 

awakened memories of my country 

road, really a trail that ran past our 

farm. Even now when I travel that part 

of the road I get rushes of memories 

of growing up on the farm. The sound 

of the tractor, machinery being pulled 

down the road, bales of hay in the 

fields, walking down the trail into the 

woods to pick berries and riding my 

bike. 

As a child I wanted a bicycle so bad. I 

remember every time we went into 

Nelson’s Hardware Store in Park Falls 

just standing and staring at all the 

beautiful colored bikes. The one I cov-

eted more than any other was a pink 

and white Schwinn 26 inch beauty 

with  a headlight,  horn  and  back  

carrier. I looked to see if it was still 

there every time we entered the store. 

I had no hopes of getting it as money 

for  those types  of new  toys  were 

simply beyond what my parents could 

provide, or so I thought. 

The day I got off the bus on the last 

day of school after second grade 

ended was a warm and brightly lit 

sunny day. Soon after getting off the 

bus my parents told my sister and me 

to go over and check out the cold 

frames where the garden plants were 

growing. We walked around the corner 

and there they were parked — two 

brand new bicycles! A bright blue    

Hollywood model Schwinn bike for my 

sister and the pink and white bike that 

I had gazed  upon with every trip to 

the hardware store. I absolutely could 

not catch my breath. I remember cry-

ing from happiness, excitement, de-

light and disbelief that this bike was 

now mine. To this day I don’t know 

how my parents afforded those bikes 

and I can’t remember my sister’s reac-

tion, because  all I could  see  was my 

beautiful pink and white bike through 

my tears and my parents hugs. 

After my dad lowered the seat as far 

as it could go I could sit on the seat 

and just barely touch the pedals with 

the tips of my toes. I was told I would 

“grow into it,” You grew into lots of 

things in those days, such as clothes, 

skates, shoes; so that didn’t phase 

me. Within a few days and a few spills 

and no training wheels, I had learned 

how to ride my bike, master the 

coaster brake, use the horn and had 

even ridden at night to try out the 

light. This all occurred in our driveway.  

I was now ready to expand my hori-

zons  and navigate the hill by our 

driveway and take my first ride away 

from the farm down our road. It was 

an exhilarating experience seeing how 

fast I could pedal and then hop back 

up on the seat and coast for a while.  

My  bike gave  me independence,  

freedom and the ability to venture 

from the farm on my own. It provided  



me a means to strap on a book to the 

back carrier and take a sandwich and 

find a place in the pine plantation just  

off our  road to read. It provided me a 

way to go down our road to Sailor Creek 

Flowage to go for a swim. It gave me time 

with friends when we all rode our bikes 

together. It also taught me how to oil 

chains, pump up tires, polish chrome 

and heed my father’s  instructions, that 

the bike “must not be tossed on its side, 

left out in rain storms and had to be put 

in the garage every night. “ My parents 

were also  ultimately right that I  did, by 

the following summer, “grow into” my 

bike and over the years the seat was 

risen as high as it could go.  

Listening to that song, which talks about 

country roads, memories and roads lead-

ing home made me realize that everyone 

has country roads leading home; 

whether they be city blocks walked with 

friends or actual back country roads, or 

roads and memories meandering in your 

mind.  

I still have my bike. I don’t know if I will 

ride it again or not, but every time I look 

at it I see that little girl barely able to 

touch the pedals sailing down our coun-

try farm road, so happy and free with 

pure joy in her face. I feel the love of my 

parents and family and I am struck with 

such a sense of peace and contentment. 

My parents just didn’t buy me a bicycle 

that day, they gave me a road to inde-

pendence, responsibility and a direction 

to find my way home no matter where 

that may be. May you also find some 

pleasant country roads on your journey.       

  

 



The Price County Historical Society would not be able to keep the doors of our 

museums open if not for the dedication of so many committed volunteers that 

willingly give of their time to host at both the Old Town Hall and Greenfield 

School Museums. We wanted to list all that hosted in 2016 but the danger of 

naming names, is forgetting someone. If I have done that I apologize upfront 

and please let me know and you will be included in the next newsletter. A big 

thank you to the following: 

 

Old Town Hall Museum  Hosts: Mark  and Lenore  Hoffman; Bob and Kathy  

LaPointe; Les and Barb Alm; Dan and Jean Patenaude; Peter and Connie 

Bartelt; Arlyn and Grace Kielsmeier; John and Louise Berg; Rich and Laurie 

Pilch; Al Barkstrom; Nate Nez; Ed Busby; Etola Foytek; Arlene Morrison; Karen 

Baumgartner; Maureen Trojak; Therese Trojak; Carole Zellinger; Susan Heizler; 

Marie Fojtik; Donna Bubenic; Lakota Peissig; Tony and Edith Burant. 

 

Greenfield School Museum Hosts: Ginny Luoma; Carol Palecek; Carol Forward; 

Sandy Kennedy; Steve Gustafson; Ann Liebelt; Diane Siegers; Lucy Ross;  Dan 

and Jeanne Patenaude; Etola Foytek; Beverly Brayton; Susan Heizler; Roger 

and Sharon Reas; Irene Spoerl; Annette Setterman; Dennis Kronberger; Amy 

Hulbert; James Belland; Juliette Draxler.   

 

The  Price County Historical Society  would like to especially  thank Therese 

Trojak,  Carol Forward and  Etola Foytek for  the many hours  they  put in        

arranging, scheduling and helping our hosts to feel welcome in our museums. 

It truly takes an incredible amount of effort and teamwork to keep the doors 

open and we appreciate your dedication. 

 Our sincere thanks to Annette Setterman, 

who for many years has not only been a 

faithful member of the Board of Directors, 

but was also the secretary. Annette       

decided not to be appointed for another 

term and we will miss her tremendously. 

Annette did say she would help us with 

some of our events and for that we are 

eternally grateful. We wish you the best 

and look forward to seeing you at some of 

our events in 2017. 



 

This November, Price County Historical 

Society and the Board of Directors were 

deeply saddened when our member, 

board member and friend Edith Burant 

unexpectedly passed away. We are still 

grasping at the gaping hole her vacancy 

leaves. Edith was our creative person and 

gave passionately and willingly of her time 

and talents in so many ways. She was in 

charge of our displays at the museum, 

spending countless hours planning, ar-

ranging and working to improve the qual-

ity and quantity of our exhibits. She 

planned and worked our events and fund-

raisers, painted our signs, ran our raffles, 

sold our tickets, organized schedules, 

scraped and painted our buildings and 

did whatever it took to keep our museums in the best shape they could be. 

Edith was a tireless advocate for the preservation of history. She had the soul 

of an artist, and a heart big enough to include us all. We will miss her sense of 

humor, her kindness and her generosity. We have learned so much from her 

and will aspire to make her proud. Thank you Edith, we will never forget you. 

 

Note from the Editor: This will be my last newslet-

ter. I have taken on the job of secretary for the 

Board of Directors and will continue with my other 

duties within the organization. So in order to ac-

complish all of those duties I will need to turn this 

job over to someone else. I can guarantee that 

you will like who will be taking on the job of news-

letter editor. John Berg has agreed to be the new 

editor and I have agreed to help him with the 

transition in 2017. John is a wonderful writer with 

vast knowledge of the area. He has a love of his-

tory and a quest for historical research that will 

be a great asset to future newsletters. You only 

have to look to his latest book “The Lake Shore 

and Eastern Railroad” to admire the quality of his 

work. I would like to thank you for your patience with me these past years as I 

was learning the ropes of putting out a newsletter. I have enjoyed your feed-

back, ideas and your tremendous support.   Lorraine (Laurie) Pilch 

 John Berg presenting at  

PCHS  annual meeting. 



      Membership as of 12-31-2016— Renewals are due now.                              

Except for life memberships. 

LIFE MEMBERS 

ALM, LESLIE/BARBARA 

BANT, JAMES/JOYCE 

BAUMGARTNER, KAREN 

BERANEK, MR/MRS JOE 

BERG, JOHN L 

BERG, MICHAEL/PAMELA 

BIRCHMEYER, PAMELA 

BLOOM, BARBARA 

BRASKI, MARCELLA 

BRAYTON, BEVERLY 

BRAZELTON, GLENN 

BRENDEL, CHARLOTTE 

BROWN, NORENE 

BURANT, EDITH 

CHAFER, HADLEY/NANCY 

CORDY-PRITZL, DOROTHY 

CVENGROS, CLARENCE 

CZECH/SLOVAK FEST 

DAHLIE, DR. JAMES G 

DAHLIE, DR. PETER N 

DANIELSON, DONNA 

FAILING, GARY 

FLAMBEAU, TOWN OF 

FLEMING, IRENE 

FLEMING, ROGER/GRACE 

FOJTIK, MARIE 

FOYTEK, ETOLA 

FRANKULIN, KATHY 

FROMM, MARLEE 

GENISIO, JOEL/NANCY 

GIBEAUT, ED/JO 

GOC, MICHAEL 

GRUBE, DUANE R 

HABECK, VIOLET/SUSIE 

HOFFMAN II, HAROLD G 

HOFFMAN, WILLIAM 

HOWLETT-STONE, DON/LISA 

HRAD, EDITH 

ILLICH, JANE 

KENNY, MARION 

KNUTSON, DAVID 

KOENIG, CAROL 

KOENIG, STEPHEN 

KOWALSKI, ANDY/ROSEMARY 

LANDRE, DEBRA 

LIVIERI, TIMOTHY 

LOVETT, RICHARD N 

MARSCHKE, CARL/GAY 

MARSHALL, BRUCE/SUSAN 

LIFE MEMBERS 

MEIER, DAWN 

MEIER, LAVONNE 

MEIER, MICHAEL/TONI 

MOCKLER, DON 

MORRISON, ARLENE 

NALEID, THOMAS J. 

NEECK, LILLIAN 

NEUHAUSER, DR. KENNETH 

NEWTON, MARCUS 

NUSSBERGER, MARION 

OCKER, GARY/JANICE 

OSTLING, MARY 

PIKETTES 

PILCH, RICHARD/LORRAINE 

PLANT, ROSEMARY 

SCHROEDER -DAILEY/JANE 

SCHUMANN, RUTH 

SELUCKY, BARBARA 

SETTERMAN, ANNETTE 

STANKE-STROM, MARY LOU 

STEBEN, MARILYN 

STROMBOM, FRED/INEZ 

STUTZ,JONI 

STUVE, TERRY/SHERI 

TROJAK, MAUREEN 

TROJAK, THERESE 

UPSON, ARNOLD/THERESA 

VINCENT, ALICE 

WELCH, PAM 

WELLS FARGO PARK FALLS 

WELLS FARGO- PHILLIPS 

ZELLINGER, CAROLE 

ZORN, LOUISE 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 

ALLEN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY  

BARKSTROM, ALAN/DIANE 

BEHREANDT, VERNA 

BODENBURG, JEAN 

BOECK, BARBARA 

BOERS, LYNN 

BOETTCHER, DAVE/CAROL 

BOSSE, GINNY 

BOUCHONVILLE, ADRIENNE 

BOYLE, SUZY 

BRADLE, CLARENCE 

BUBENIC, DONNA 

COLLINS, ANNE 

COLLINS, KERRY 

DRAXLER, LAWRENCE/JULIETTE 

EGGLESTON, RICHARD 

 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 

FAMILY SEARCH INTL 

FISH, LINDA 

FORWARD, CAROL 

FRANKE, KATHI 

GARGES, PATRICIA 

GEHRMAN, JOANN 

GERBER, LETA 

GRANZIN, KATHY 

HARSCHUTZ, PHYLLIS 

HEIKKINEN, DALE 

HEIZLER, SUSAN 

HILGART, FRANCIS 

HINTZ, AL 

HINTZ, JIM/DEE 

HOFFMAN, MARK/LENORE 

HOOPER, CHERYL 

JAAX, KAREN 

JANSEN, LORI 

JESSE, GENE/DONNA 

KENYON, KEN/JOLENE 

KIELSMEIER, ARLYN/GRACE 

KIRCHMEYER, RUSS/JEANNE 

KLEINSMITH, BARB/MARGE 

KOSHAK, JEFF 

KRONBERGER, DORIS 

KUNDINGER, LINDA 

LAPOINTE, ROBERT/KATHY 

LEMIEUX, HEDY 

LEVINE, DENNIS 

LIEBELT, ANN 

MASUCA, TAMI 

MICHALSKI, BETTI 

NELSON, ROBERT/CAROL 

OSKVAREK, JOSEPH 

PATENAUDE, DAN/JEANNE 

PETERS, JUNE 

PIEPER, ROBERT 

POMMIER, JOSEPH/YVETTE 

ROGERS, CECELIA 

SALM, BONITA 

SEDIVY, ELMER 

SHEPHERD, JIM 

SHILTZ, NATALIE 

SMART, JERRY/KAYE 

STANKE, CATHERINE 

TEETERS, ETHEL 

TEETERS, TERRY 

TOLLEFSON, ERIC 

TOLLERS, VINCE 

WEST, MARY JO 

WIRSING, JACCI 

BRONZE MEMBERS 

BARTELT, PETER/CONNIE 

BOETTCHER, JOHN/CARLA 

BEHREANDT, GINGER 

BRILLHART,GERALD 

BUSBY, EDWARD/CATHY 

BUTTS, ELLEN 

CERVENKA, KATHRYN 

CLEVEN, KATHLEEN 

FERANEC, MARY 

FIVE SENSES, LLC  THE 

HICKS, CONNIE 

KAISER, TERRI 

KAISER, TOM 

KENNAN LUMBER CO. LLC 

KOSHAK, ALAN 

KRONBERGER, JIM/BRENDA 

LUDWIG, RICHARD/JOAN 

MOQUIN, DOUG/BONNIE 

MOVRICH, JERRY/GAIL 

PRITZL, PATTI 

ROSS, DICK/LUCY 

SALES, DEBORAH/MYRON 

SCHRADER, ED/ARLENE 

SOHN, ELIZABETH 

SOHN-MACDONALD, REBECCA 

SEVERT, JOHN/CAROL 

STRAND, ROGER/JANE 

TAUSCHMAN, TERRY 

THELEN, JERRY/KAY 

WAGNER, FRANK/BETTY 

WOLLNER, LARRY/CAROL 

WUDEL, AGNES 

ZIRBEL, RONALD 

SILVER MEMBERS 

1ST NTL BANK-PARK FALLS 

FRIENDS OF FRED SMITH 

HILGART REALTY, INC. 

HYNEK, ROBERT 

KOPISCH, BOB/LINDA 

KOUNTRY KAFE&KATERING LLC   

MILLER, RICHARD 

OLSON, TOM/LINNEA 

SIMON, DICK 

GOLD MEMBERS 

MILLER,  DIANN 

  



 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
PRICE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL AND NEW MEMBER FORM 

 

NAME:_____________________________________________________________________ 

                                           NEW_________     RENEWAL__________ 
 

ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY:________________________________   STATE:___________________   ZIP:____________ 
 

PHONE:______________________________ 
 

E-MAIL:________________________________________________________________ 
 

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:   PLEASE CHECK YOUR SELECTION: 
 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBER..........$10.00________ 

BRONZE MEMBER..................$25.00________ 

SILVER MEMBER.....................$50.00________ 

GOLD MEMBER........................$100.00_______ 

LIFE MEMBER...........................$500.00_______ 
 

Please write check to PRICE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY (designate MEMBERSHIP 

YEAR on check  and on this form.)  I am paying for the year of ___________.  A membership 

term runs from January 1 through December 31. 
 

Mail it with this form to:                              Price County Historical Society, Membership 

                                                                        P. O. Box 156 

                                                                        Fifield, WI   54524 
 

(  )  Check box if you want newsletter sent to the address on the membership form. 

(  )  Check box if we may send you your newsletter by e-mail to help save paper and postage. 

(  )  Check box if you would like to volunteer.   We will contact you. 

(  )  Check box, if you would like an e-mail reminder of special events. 

(  )  Check box if you do not want the newsletter. 
 

All membership money automatically goes into our regular fund for general upkeep of our three 

buildings, utilities, insurance, and printing and sending our newsletters. 
 

Your yearly membership entitles you to receive newsletters and a voice at the annual meeting. 
 

Donations in addition to membership are always urgently needed and greatly appreciated. 
 

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR PROMPT PAYMENT.  YOU ARE HELPING TO 

PRESERVE TODAY'S HISTORY FOR TOMORROW. 



Price County Historical Society 

Old Town Hall Museum 

W7213 Pine Street, P.O. Box 156 

Fifield, Wisconsin 54524-0156 
      

Price County  Historical Society  

  Tuesday  March 28 

  4:30  to  6:30 

  Fifield Town Hall 

        $ 6.00  plate 

  under 12  - $ 3.00 

   * Spaghetti  * Salad  *  Garlic Bread  *  Dessert  * Beverage  

  *  Carry outs available      Bake Sale 

Fund raiser for interior painting of Old Town Hall Museum 


